MR  BUMBLE OF THE REFORM BILL
whelming majority, under a thoroughly middle-class leader But it soon became apparent that a Tory government of the old sort was impossible, so, to the horror of the landed gentry, their own Premier, Peel, who had taken office for the specific purpose of supporting the agricultural interest by Protection, sold the pass, and identified himself with the middle-class policy of Free Trade in Corn
The landed gentry had thus to bow their heads eventually to the middle-class yoke But the disillusionment of the manual labourers, who had expected such great things from the new franchise, was quicker in coming The new governing class was humane, according to its lights It was chiefly through Evangelical enthusiasm that the long campaign against slavery was crowned with final success The Factory Act of 1833 was a genuine attempt at social reform, and showed that a doctrinaire individualism was by no means the only consideration with legislators But the West Indies were far off, and nobody seriously apprehended more than a comparatively trifling inconvenience to the factory owners from a few modest concessions
It was a different matter when it was a question of maintaining a cheap and certain supply of labour for the all-important end of intensive production Early in 1834, an atrocious sentence of seven years* trans portation was passed upon half a dozen Dorsetshire labourers, for the crime of peacefully combining to resist a reduction of wages to six shillings a week, and it was only after endless shiftings and delays, and by dint of formidable agitation, that the men were got back from their captivity This shows the spirit in which the ruling class was likely to act in liforsimg the^Poor Law Their measure of 1834 cBel, la feet, provide a simple solution for an admittedly difficult problem, but only by imposing a compulsion to work more formidable than the West
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